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In response to the recommendation from the Subdivision on Cul-
tural Properties of the Council for Cultural Affairs, five murals of the 
Kitora tomb (on the east, west, south, and north walls plus the ceiling) 
were designated a National Treasure on 23 July 2019.
The existence of mural paintings at the Kitora tomb came to light 
in 1983 when a fiberscope inspection confirmed an image of Genbu 
drawn on the back wall of the chamber. Subsequently, through investi-
gations with a miniature camera in 1998 and a digital camera in 2001, 
images drawn of the Four Directional Deities (Seiryū, Suzaku, Byakko, 
Genbu), a celestial chart, the sun, the moon, and the Tiger of the East-
ern Zodiac became clear. In the ensuing excavation and work to re-
move the murals, Zodiac figures of the Boar, Rat, Ox, Horse, and Dog 
were newly discovered. In particular, that the Suzaku image, which had 
been lost at the Takamatsuzuka tomb, had survived became a major 
news topic. However, the plaster on which the murals were drawn was 
separating from the underlying stone, and was clearly ready to give way 
at any time. As it was also shortly after the Great Hanshin earthquake, 
there was a heightened sense of crisis that these murals might collapse 
and be completely lost the next time a major earthquake occurred.
In order to save the Kitora tomb murals from the danger of such 
a collapse, it was decided in 2004 to remove them together with the 
plaster layer from the chamber stones. The number of mural fragments 
peeled off from within the chamber one after another from 2004 to 
2010 reached a total of 1,143 items. After these mural fragments were 
cleaned, they were reassembled on each of the wall surfaces, assuming 
their original shape once again after a span of 12 years. 
In September 2016, having finished their restoration the Kitora 
tomb murals were placed in a facility for the conservation and man-
agement of these materials built immediately beside the Kitora tomb, 
where public viewings are held four times yearly. Entrusted by the 
Agency for Cultural Affairs, the Institute mans this facility with its 
staff on a regular basis, not only providing cooperation in the public 
viewing of the murals, but through the management and upkeep of 
the facility and the analysis and investigation of the murals, engaging 
as well in the utilization and public access of these materials together 
with Kitora tomb as a whole.
It is hoped that visitors to Nara will extend their trip to Asuka as 
well, and view the Kitora tomb murals that have become a National 
Treasure. 
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